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   * * * MAY 13 NEWS CONFERENCE * * * 

 
REDUCING THE BLACK-WHITE  
STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT GAP 

The Impact of Social Class on Academic Success 
 

The stubborn achievement gap between black and white students is a key measure of our 
country’s failure to achieve true equality. National education expert Richard Rothstein finds that 
focusing on social class differences that affect learning are vital to closing that gap, according to 
his new groundbreaking book Class and Schools: Using Social, Economic, and Educational 
Reform to Close the Black-White Achievement Gap. The book explores how differences in 
aspects of children’s lives such as health care quality and access, childrearing styles, and housing 
quality play a significant part in how well they learn and ultimately succeed. Mr. Rothstein also 
explores how many policy makers are so focused on tougher accountability and other school 
reforms that they often overlook these social differences – to the detriment of students.  
 
Mr. Rothstein joins a panel of education and social justice experts who will discuss the black-
white student achievement gap, what is really contributing to it, and the policy implications for 
closing that gap.  
 
When:  Thursday, May 13, 10 a.m. 
 
Where: National Press Club (14th & F Sts. NW, Washington DC), Ballroom 
 

Who:  Richard Rothstein, author of Class and Schools, Teachers College, Columbia 
University visiting professor and EPI research associate.  

 Roger Wilkins, Clarence J. Robinson Professor of History and American Culture 
at George Mason University, former assistant attorney general, and Pulitzer Prize-
winning journalist. 

             Arthur Levine, president of Teachers College, Columbia University.  
Lawrence Mishel, president of the Economic Policy Institute. 
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